
2026 Clin-STAR Aging Research Development and Training Awards Letter of Intent (LOI) Instruction Sheet
DO NOT INCLUDE with your letter of intent!


Please carefully read the RFA guidelines on the Clin-STAR website before completing this LOI. 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) can be found here. Clin-STAR Coordinating Center can assist with matching with a mentor with aging expertise if needed.

INSTRUCTIONS: The Letter of Intent must be submitted here no later than June 29, 2026, at 5:00 pm EST as a single PDF file application, not to exceed 5 MB. No late submissions will be accepted. The application file should be named as follows: last name, first name; for example, “Smith, Jane.pdf”.
[bookmark: Letter_of_Intent:_LOIs_will_be_reviewed_]Letter of Intent: LOIs will be reviewed by members of the Clin-STAR Research Core. Clin-STAR is unable to provide reviewer comments at any review level.
Please submit the LOI in the order as described below. Insert page number and applicant's name at the top of each page and use a font that is not smaller than 11 pt. with at least ½ inch margins on all sides.

A complete Letter of Intent (no more than 13 pages total) includes:
Page 1: Cover Page (see below) including criteria check off:
  I meet the NIH definition of Early-Stage Investigator.
  My mentor, or one of my mentors, has aging research expertise.
  I have not had previous substantial funding over >$100,000.
  I do not currently have substantial grant funding over >$100,000.
__I have created a researcher profile on the Clin-STAR Database.
  This project/plan does not include non-exempt human subject research.

Page 2–3: Description of the research and training plan, in the order as listed below:
· Summary
· Significance
· Goals and approach
· Details on other proposed activities, including the role of your mentor(s) and how they will help you develop your career in aging research
· Any figures and essential references must be included in these two pages.
Page 3–13: NIH Biosketch with SciENcv for both the junior investigator and established (senior) investigator(s).
An additional mentor/biosketch is allowed and can exceed the stated page limit by up to 5 pages. Biosketch for junior investigator must include a page noting current and pending funding, with type of grant, project title, dates, and amounts.

THIS IS THE INSTRUCTION SHEET! DO NOT INCLUDE IT WITH YOUR LETTER OF INTENT. PLEASE FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY. LOIs THAT DO NOT FOLLOW THE REQUIRED FORMAT WILL BE ADMINISTRATIVELY ELIMINATED.
Contact Andrea Sherman at andrea@afar.org should you have any questions.
[image: Logo  Description automatically generated ]


2026 Clin-STAR Aging Research Development and Training Award Letter of Intent Cover Page

	Project Title:

	PI Name:
PI Degree:
PI Institution:
PI Academic Title: PI Discipline:
PI Email:
	Established (Senior) Investigator Name:
Institution:
Academic Title:
Discipline: 
Email:

	CRITERIA CHECK OFF:

   I meet the NIH definition of Early-Stage Investigator.

   My mentor, or one of my mentors, has aging research expertise.

   I have not had previous substantial funding over >$100,000.

   I do not currently have substantial grant funding over >$100,000.

   I have created a researcher profile on the Clin-STAR Database.

   This project/plan does NOT include non-exempt human subject research. Award recipients will need to provide IRB Exempt Research documentation.

	If a secondary mentor:

Established (Senior) Investigator Name:
Institution:
Academic Title:
Discipline: 
Email:
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